
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monash Undergraduate Research Projects Abroad 
MURPA 

The Faculty of Information Technology is delighted to announce a new 
opportunity for Monash undergraduate students studying computer science, 
software engineering or related areas to undertake an 8-week summer semester 
international research project at the prestigious University of California, San 
Diego (UCSD). 

In 2008 up to five Monash students who will have completed at least 24 points of 
third year computer science or software engineering units will be awarded a 
MURPA package comprising: 
 

¥ $2000 contribution towards expenses for summer semester USA visit; 
¥ Supervision and mentorship by a Monash researcher; 
¥ Supervision and research facilities provided by UCSD researchers; 
¥ A MURPA unit on your academic transcript (not for credit, but free of charges); 
¥ Eligibility to apply for a $2500 honours scholarship for 2009 enrolment in Computer 

Science or Software Engineering honours degree. 

This fantastic opportunity to work with world-renowned Monash and UCSD 
professors on cutting edge research projects provides a unique chance to 
experience life in a leading international research laboratory. You will gain 
recognition on your academic transcript that will significantly enhance your career 
prospects and be considered favourably should you choose to undertake a 
postgraduate research career. 

Supporting this programme is a unique international research seminar series run in 
2nd semester 2008 where leading UCSD professors will present their latest exciting 
research projects to Monash students and staff via high definition interactive video 
technology. This MURPA seminar series will introduce potential MURPA 
students to the UCSD projects, and allow students to meet the professors with 
whom they would work on their research projects. 

Following successful completion of a UCSD MURPA research project, the 
participants will be eligible to apply for a $2500 honours scholarship so that they 
can continue to build on their experience back at Monash while enrolled in an 
honours degree. 



 

 

 

All interested students should attend the information session on Tuesday 20 May 
2008 in lecture theatre S3 at 1PM. 

MURPA is supported by: 
¥ Monash Faculty of Information Technology 
¥ Monash e-Research Centre 
¥ Monash Deputy Vice-Chancellor (International) 
¥ Monash Abroad. 



 

 

 

MURPA (Information for students) 
Eligibility. Students must: 

¥ have completed at least 24 credit points of third year computer science or software 
engineering units by the end of 2008; 

¥ be enrolled full time at Monash University in 2009 studying computer science or 
software engineering honours, or masters(minor thesis); 

¥ have participated in the MURPA international research seminar series in second 
semester 2008 and completed an evaluation of the research seminars and a research 
proposal that specifies the research area of interest to you and the professor with whom 
you wish to work. 

Obligations. MURPA students must: 
¥ be responsible for travel, visa and accommodation in San Diego; 
¥ undertake the research programme agreed with their UCSD supervisor; 
¥ produce a written research report and make a research presentation describing their 

research project, its results, and how they benefited from the MUPRA programme; 
¥ agree to assist in promoting the MURPA programme to students in 2009; 
¥ be enrolled in a Monash University degree during the MURPA project and in 2009. 
¥ complete a Monash Abroad application form. 

Support. MURPA students who fulfil their obligations are entitled to: 
¥ MURPA support of $1000; 
¥ Monash Abroad support of $1000; 
¥ advice on travel and visa arrangements (if necessary) from Monash Abroad; 
¥ emergency and other assistance from Monash Abroad; 
¥ advice and support from a Monash MUPRA research mentor; 
¥ access to a MURPA honours scholarship of $2500 in 2009 to help support Monash 

honours degree study. 

Selection. Students will be selected for MURPA based on: 
¥ meeting the eligibility requirements; 
¥ academic merit during undergraduate studies; 
¥ attendance and participation in the MURPA international research seminar series; 
¥ the quality and commitment shown by their research proposal; 
¥ an interactive video interview with their desired UCSD research supervisor; 
¥ evaluation by Monash MURPA research mentors. 

Visa.  
¥ Students who are Australian citizens can enter the USA on a visa waiver but you will 

only be able to remain in the USA for a total of 90 days, including any personal travel 
you undertake before or after your MURPA project. 

¥ If you want to stay longer you will need to apply for a B2 Visitor Visa at the US 
Consulate-General in Melbourne before you leave.  This will involve a personal 
interview at the Consulate. 

¥ Students who are citizens of other countries may not be eligible for a visa waiver and 
may have to apply for a B2 Visitor Visa even for a stay of less than 90 days. 

¥ Full details can be found on the US Consulate-General website at 
http://canberra.usembassy.gov/consular/visas/niv/index.html.  

 



 

 

 

Accommodation.  
¥ Students will need to arrange their own accommodation in San Diego while undertaking 

the research projects. 
¥ Monash Abroad and UCSD will provide some advice on where to look for suitable 

accommodation. 

 

For further information please contact: 
Dr. Ronald Pose 
Clayton School of Information Technology 
E-mail:  Ronald.Pose@infotech.monash.edu.au 

Wendy Tran 
Monash Abroad 
Tel:  9902-0210 
E-mail:  wendy.tran@adm.monash.edu.au  



 

 

 

MURPA International Research Seminar Series 2008 
Monash Undergraduate Research Projects Abroad (MURPA) is proud to present this series of 
research seminars in second semester 2008. Leading researchers from the University of 
California, San Diego, (UCSD) will present their research projects at a level suitable for 
knowledgeable senior undergraduate students and other interested people. The seminars will 
involve varied topics with IT being applied in interesting ways. All are welcome. 
Most sessions will be presented via our new high definition interactive video link from San 
Diego that will allow both audience and presenter to see each other and ask questions during and 
after the presentation. 

Time and venue: 
Monash University, Clayton Campus, 
Building 26, Room 135, 
Clayton School of Information Technology Seminar Room, 
 
Thursday mornings (9.00 – 11.00 AM). 

Preliminary schedule: 
 
Date Speaker Anticipated Topic 
 
17 July* Dr. Peter Arzberger Something exciting TBA 
24 July Dr. Mark Ellisman Digital Microscopy 
31 July Dr. Larry Smarr Camera 
7 Aug Dr. Ilkay Altintas The Kepler workflow system 
21 Aug Dr. Philip Papadopoulos The Rocks- cluster management tools 
28 Aug Dr. Wilfred Li Avian flu 
4 Sept Dr. Andrew McCulloch Cardiac modelling 
11 Sept* Dr. Kim Baldridge Quantum chemistry 

*Note:  We are fortunate to have the speakers on 17 July and 11 September appearing in person to 
present their research seminars during visits to Monash University.  Please feel free to join us after these 
seminars to meet the speakers over coffee. 
 
The following Thursday morning sessions have been reserved to allow applicants for  the MURPA 
international research project programme to have scheduled interactive video meetings with their 
requested supervisors to discuss their research proposals and suitability for the programme.  If time 
permits it may be possible for other interested people to follow up on points of interest raised in the 
research seminars.  Please contact the MURPA coordinator, Dr. Ronald Pose if interested. 
 
18 Sept  interactive video interviews 
25 Sept interactive video interviews 
16 Oct interactive video interviews / brief ing session for selected MURPA students. 



 

 

 

Monash Undergraduate Research Projects Abroad 
MURPA 

Timetable for applicants 
 
16 July 2008  Registration of interest 
8 Sept 2008  Lodge application forms 
15 Sept 2008  Submission of research proposals 
18/25 Sept 2008  interactive video interviews with prospective research supervisors 
12 Oct 2008  Notification of success (subject to satisfactory exam results) 
16 Oct 2008  Briefing session for successful MURPA participants 
5 January 2009 Ð 27 February 2009 MURPA research projects at UCSD 
2 March 2009  Back at Monash University for honours. 

Note 1:  Feel free to register and submit forms and research proposals prior to these dates. Especially 
for research proposals Monash MURPA research mentors will be available to assist you and provide 
feedback prior to the closing date. 

Note 2:  Successful MURPA applicants are encouraged to travel to San Diego earlier, say between 
Christmas and New Year, to give themselves some free time to settle in and do sightseeing before the 
real work on their research projects begins. 

Note 3:  MURPA is not just about an exciting opportunity to do research. It is also a great opportunity to 
experience another culture and lifestyle, and San Diego has a very attractive and scenic seaside location 
and a pleasant warm climate. 
 


