Monash University Human Research Ethics Committee (MUHREC)

Consent Forms - guidelines
1 Consent is about potential participants agreeing to participate in your research after understanding the explanation (explanatory statement) you have given them (verbally or written).

2 Consent is a complicated issue and you are encouraged to consult the following resources to ensure that you are obtaining consent in the appropriate manner:

a. National Statement for more information regarding obtaining consent

b. National Statement as there are different requirements for obtaining consent for specific population groups and specific types of research, for example:

i. Children and young persons

ii. Persons highly dependant on medical care

c. Information Sheet – Obtaining consent for further information (on the web)

3 Where projects involve a level of risk to participants, beyond that encountered in everyday life, an independent witness should be present to sign the consent form.  

4 If relevant to your research, you could also leave a space for the researcher to sign the consent too.


Instructions for Consent Forms

5 We have provided you with templates and examples that you can use for your own research project.  They are not perfectly designed for your research project so you will need to modify them. They are intended as a guide only, and variations on this format are acceptable.

Please modify the templates and examples so that it is specific for your research project.  The symbol <….> indicates the opportunity for free text, worded in your own way about your research project.  

Consent Forms can be in any font and can be double sided – it’s totally up to you.


6 The participant should consent to the major point of involvement in the project.  You should add any specific important issues related to your research project, in the consent form.

7 Consent Forms can be produced on plain paper (rather than letterhead) as they are collected and retained by the researchers, not the participants. Explanatory statements on the other hand, need to be on Monash letterhead (which provides corporate identity and address details) because they are kept by the participant. 

8 The consent forms must be written in appropriate language that potential participants could reasonably be expected to understand.  For example, if participants are children - provide an explanatory statement for children in a language that they can understand depending on their age and a provide a separate explanatory statement for the child’s parent/guardian.

9 Always attach a copy of your explanatory statement to your application submitted to the Committee. 

