Parental consent for participants under the age of 18 years

If any potential participants are under 18 years of age or are people over 18 who are unable to reach an informed decision about participation, additional, separate consent forms are needed for parents/guardians.

(i.e.  For research on children, the mentally ill, those in dependent relationships or comparable situations, including unconscious patients).

Participants under 18 years of age should be asked to give written consent to involvement in the project if they are of an age and/or intellectual ability where they can understand the proposed procedures.

Consent forms are not required where consent is implied (i.e. anonymous return of questionnaires from the participants).

1. Protocol for obtaining parental consent

Where parental consent for research is required, two identical explanatory statements must be produced. 


The consent form will invite parents to sign that they have:

· read and understood the explanatory statement and agree that their child may participate in the research.

· The parents will return the consent form with the two signatures completed

· The parents retain the explanatory statement for their records

TEMPLATE  - Consent Form – Parental consent
Consent Form - <Name of participant group if more than one>

Title: <Exactly as it appears on your MUHREC Application Form and

your Explanatory Statement>

NOTE: Signed written consent will remain with the Monash University researcher for their records.

I agree that (insert full name of participant) may take part in the above Monash University research project.  The project has been explained to (insert name of participant) and to me, and I have read the Explanatory Statement, which I keep for my records.

I understand that agreeing to take part means that I am willing to allow (insert full name of participant) to: 

· Be interviewed by the researcher



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

· Have the interview audio-taped and/or video-taped

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Participant’s name
Participant’s Age

Parent’s / Guardian’s Name

Parent’s / Guardian’s relationship to participant?

Parent’s / Guardian’s Signature

Date
