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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 The purpose of this policy is to detail the proper guidelines for transporting and moving mice and rats between buildings and laboratories within a campus of Monash University.
1.2 All investigators are responsible for being familiar with these guidelines and assuring that their staff/ technicians adhere to it when transporting laboratory mice and rats in public areas. 
2.0 POLICIES
2.1 All scientific procedures conducted at Monash University must comply with the:

2.1.1  Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes 2004
2.1.2 Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986
2.1.3 Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Regulations 1997
2.1.4 Policy on Transporting Animal from Overseas/Interstate/Local, MUAWC, 2005
2.1.5 Monitoring of Mice and rats Held Outside of Designated Animal Holding Areas, MUAWC 2003

2.1.6 Guidelines for the Transport of GMOs 2007
3.0 GUIDELINES
3.1 Investigators may transport mice and rats to their laboratory within any of the University of Monash University campuses (Clayton, Parkville, Gippsland, Monash Medical Centre, Alfred Medical Research Education Precinct (AMREP) providing that transport has been approved by the relevant Animal Ethics Committee. 
3.2 Mice and rats should be moved to laboratories and/or between buildings by the least public, most direct route, avoiding patient areas and public elevators to prevent the public view of the mice and rats being transported. Hallways are public and as such any movement of mice and rats in these areas should be discrete and unobtrusive. Cages should be draped with a cloth to ensure mice and rats and cages are shielded from public view. Carrying mice and rats in arms or open boxes is not acceptable. 

3.3 Temperature extremes are to be avoided when mice and rats are transported as this may jeopardize the welfare of the mice and rats.
3.4 Transportation must be done in a direct and timely manner within a campus. Time of transport should be limited to 30 minutes.
3.5 Mice and rats shall not be transported with any other animal, substance or
device that could be injurious to their health or welfare.
3.6 Mice and rats should be transported in approved cages that will prevent escape and minimize stress. The cages must be properly labelled, provide
adequate ventilation, be able to sanitized or disposed of to prevent the
spread of pathogenic microorganisms. The cages should be opaque
or shielded in such a way as to be non-stressful to the mice and rats. It is recommended that transport boxes to be used whenever possible. If micro-isolator or standard cages are to be used, lids must be secure (i.e. tape lids to the cage). Water bottle must be removed prior to transfer to avoid spillage but water must be supplied at the destination. 
3.7 For up to two cages, it is acceptable that a strong carry bag with integral handles (i.e. re-usable fabric grocery bags) be used to transport mouse and rat cages for short distances between facilities under the following conditions:
3.7.1 The bag must be clean, dry, and with sturdy handles
3.7.2 No more than one cage should be placed in each bag, and no more than two bags should be carried at a time 
3.7.3 Mice and rats shielded from view by draping the filter top cage with an opaque clean cloth.
3.8 More than two cages must be transported with trolleys for short distances between facilities under the following conditions:
3.8.1 Transport mice and rats directly from their animal holding rooms to the destination.
3.8.2 Minimize noise and vibration by using a trolley with wheels in good repair. The use of "soft" wheels is recommended.
3.8.3 Cages should not be stacked as this can lead to instability on the trolley which could result in cages falling and cause physical trauma, or, stacking deceases air circulation which causes stress to the animals.
3.8.4 Drape trolley with a clean cloth to ensure mice and rats and cages are shielded from public view.
3.8.5 If tiered trolley is used, cages should be placed on second and/or lower tiers and the top shelf used to support drape.
3.8.6 Do not leave mice and rats unattended 
3.8.7 Transportation vehicle should be decontaminated prior to entering
another animal facility.
3.9 Mice and rats that have been exposed to human pathogens or toxic/carcinogenic substances and are actively shedding the hazardous material must be transported in closed systems under the Animal Ethics Committee’s approval.
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