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ANIMAL WELFARE AT MONASH UNIVERSITY
Ethical guidelines for students in laboratory classes involving the use of animals and animal tissues 
Monash University recognises that the use of animals for teaching and research is fundamental to biology and science. Animals are used for many purposes within Monash University and the purposes for which they are used and the impact on these animals themselves varies considerably.  Monash University recognizes that laboratory animals are sentient creatures, their use is a privilege accompanied by a moral and legal obligation for their humane care. These responsibilities go well beyond the need to avoid cruelty to animals and involve a genuine commitment to their welfare and a respect for the contribution they make to your learning. 

Definition of Animal

Any live non-human vertebrate (including mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish) or live crustaceans, octopus or squid, encompassing domestic animals, purpose-bred animals, livestock, wildlife,. Animals also include live pre-natal or pre-hatched creatures in the last half of gestation, e.g. a mammalian or reptilian foetus, pre-hatched avian, mammalian or reptilian young and live marsupial young.  However a human being or human foetus is not an animal, nor are the eggs, spat or spawn of fish. 
Regulation and Control

Research and teaching using animals may only be performed when they are essential:
· to obtain and establish significant information relevant to the understanding of humans and/or animals; 

· for the maintenance and improvement of human and/or animal health and welfare; 

· for the improvement of animal management or production; 

· to obtain and establish significant information relevant to the understanding, maintenance or improvement of the natural environment; or 

· for the achievement of educational objectives. 

Legal Requirements

The use of animals for research and teaching in Victoria is regulated by 
· Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986
· Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Regulations 1997
Under the Act, the Monash University must be licensed by the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) to carry out scientific procedures using animals and  comply with the:
· Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes (7th Edition, 2004)
· Code of Practice for the Housing and Care of Laboratory Mice, Rats, Guinea Pigs and Rabbits (2004) 
· Code of Practice for the Use of Animals from Municipal Pounds in Scientific Procedures (2001)
as well as other applicable statues, codes, policies and guidelines concerning the care and use of animals. Under the Act, there is a range of offences relating to use of animals for scientific purposes. An individual who knowingly or negligently performs or does not perform a scientific procedure that results in unnecessary, unreasonable or unjustifiable pain, distress or death of animals is guilty of offence and liable for a fine of $12,000 or one year’s imprisonment.  A corporation is liable for a fine of up to $60,000.

Animal Ethics Committees (AEC): 
The AECs are the legal committees in Victoria for approving animal use in research and teaching. The use of animals for research and teaching must be approved by a University Animal Ethics Committee and investigators must not start a scientific or teaching activity involving the use of animals before written AEC approval is obtained, and must adhere to all requirements of the AEC.  As part of approval, the researcher must provide the AEC with an annual and/or final report and seek the AEC’s approval for any modifications to the project, such as: a change of location where research will be performed, a change in a technique, a change of animal species, breed or numbers required and addition or removal of personnel involved with the research.  There are currently 10 Departmental/School/Hospital Animal Ethics Committees (AECs) and one central Monash University Animal Welfare Committee (MUAWC) at Monash University.  By law, and in accord with the Code of Practice, AECs must have at least one member from each of the following categories:

· A veterinarian (Category A): Veterinary surgeon with experience relevant to the activities of the institution

· An animal researcher (Category B): Scientist or teacher with substantial recent experience in animal based research or teaching

· A welfare member (Category C):  A person with demonstrable commitment to, and established experience, in furthering the welfare of animals who is independent of the institution

· Lay person (Category D): A person who has never engaged in animal experimentation beyond their undergraduate education and who is independent of the institution.

Each AEC also has the Animal Facility Manager as a member, and the Animal Ethics/Welfare Officer in attendance.  Note: The Category C and D members are not employed by the institution.  The membership of each of these committees must be approved by the Victorian Bureau of Animal Welfare and also by the Animal Welfare Committee of the National Health and Medical Research Council. It is expected that everyone involved in research with animals will be familiar with these regulations. Bypassing or abusing the system could jeopardize all animal research at the University. 

Monash University Animal Welfare Committee: 

The primary role of the Monash University Animal Welfare Committee is to ensure a uniform and high standard of animal welfare and ethics in animal research and teaching throughout Monash University. To achieve this, the Committee oversees University policy related to the use of animals in research and teaching, monitors the activities and ethical standards of each Departmental/School/Hospital Animal Ethics Committee (AEC) and ensures that animal facilities are of the highest standard.  The MUAWC also provides seminars and training programs in animal care and use and relevant legislation. In addition, the Monash University Animal Welfare Committee and Departmental Animal Ethics Committees perform semi-annual inspections of the animal facilities and audit animal ethics applications. The report of all findings is reviewed by the Deputy Vice Chancellor (research) of Monash University, who is the delegated institutional official responsible for the animal welfare program. In general, Monash University Animal Welfare Committee is responsible for oversight of Animal Welfare at Monash University, facility and personnel training. 

Bureau of Animal Welfare

The complex regulations are a reflection of strict governmental rules and the obligations placed on our use of animals by society. To ensure that the highest possible standards are maintained, the animal care and use program and University facilities undergo inspection from a number of external and internal organizations. Monash University animal facilities and AECs are periodically inspected by the Bureau of Animal Welfare, a component of the Department of Primary Industries triennially that provides assurance that appropriate standards of animal care and use are being met. 

Responsibilities of Investigators
Individual investigators who use animals in their teaching or research (including those whose research consists of field work involving animals) are responsible, by law, for conforming to the basic regulations and policies governing animal use on the Monash University campuses. These regulations and policies cover:

· the acquisition, care and use of animals

· efforts to minimize animal pain and distress

· the training of personnel using animals, and

· consideration of alternatives to animal use.
