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Background

« The BECSt Singapore is an eighteen-month
course, open to Singapore-qualified pre-
school teachers

e A small number of students receive

conditional entry, because they do not have
a prior qualification and two years
experience in a preschool setting

« All units, except Field Experience 1 and 2,
are taught face-to-face
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Our challenge

The problem:

— How do you supervise student teachers’
fleldwork placement without visiting them on
site?

— How do students provide a sequential record of

evidence of the development of their
professional identity?

The solution:
— A Unit Innovations Grant
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What is a weblog?

« Chronological entries

 Five features that make a blog;
— Personal editorship
— Hyperlinked posting structure

— Frequent updates

— Free public access via Net

— Archived postings

— *References to other blogs, sites, links, etc
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Weblogs as a sociocultural context

 Allows for a community of inquiry
consisting of three key elements

— Cognitive presence (construct meaning)
— Social presence (‘real’ people)

— Teacher presence (facilitate outcomes)

 Allows knowledge to be constructed
rather than transmitted
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Student weblog tasks

« Based on their fieldwork activities,
students were responsible for:

— Posting responses to log tasks
— Commenting on posts

— Uploading files

— Posting reflections

— Uploading assignments

— Uploading practicum assessment paperwork
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Linking objectives in context

Offer
examples
as evidence

Reflecting
on practice

Linking
ideas

Linking to
each other
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Learning Corner : Animal Clinic / Hospital
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Learning Corner : Animal Clinic / Hospital
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Learning Corner : Animal Clinic / Hospital
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Benefits of weblogging

Ease of access to student contributions,

Mix of formal posts and informal
conversation,

Sequential (rather than linear) nature of

poSts,

lterative nature of comments and
reflections, ....
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Benefits of weblogging

Being able to view weblogs together or
separately, according to purpose

— the ‘river of news’
The high quality of student contributions,

The private/group/public levels of access
(controlled serendipity), and

The opportunity to represent oneself as a
colleague
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Some things to think about...

Incorporating the perspective of the
supervising teacher,

Cultural limitations and possibilities,
Limitations and possibilities (in theory and

In practice) in issues of ethics, privacy,
and representation,

Getting more familiar with weblogs as a
discursive form; what else is possible? ....
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Some things to think about...

Theorising aspects of fieldwork: ownership,
representation, subversion, aggregation...,

Blogging as an authentic, reflective space
versus/and blogging as a dialogic teaching
tool,

Sociocultural possibilities of reflecting in
groups,

Being realistic about the assessment-driven
nature of what we do, and

Possibilities for other fieldwork units,
including portfolio composition.
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Student evaluations

« What was the best thing about the use of
weblogging in this unit?

“I think it would be the sharing of information

and the ‘history’ logs at a glance. If we
used emailing, |would consider it a
tedious process to look through all the
email correspondence. |Icommend the
staff for using such an innovative way and
I’'m honoured to be the pioneer in using it.”
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Some useful weblog references

Bartlett-Bragg, A. 2003, Blogging to learn, Knowledge Tree
Edition 4. See

Farmer, J. 2005, Centred communication, paper presented at
Blogtalk Downunder, May 19-22, Sydney NSW. See

Farmer, J. 2004, Communication dynamics, paper presented
at ASCILITE Dec 5-8, Perth WA. See

(for your first blog!)
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