CURRICULUM VITAE

JAGJIT KAUR PLAHE

        Phone:  9905 9234 (w), 9762 0302(h)

Email:  Jagjit.Plahe@buseco.monash.edu.au

CAREER SUMMARY

I have extensive work experience in the area of international development, particularly in trade and development, in settings including the United Nations, the non-government sector and academia. This experience extends from coordinating projects in a developing country context, participating in international advocacy events organised around World Trade Organisation Ministerial Meetings and sessions of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, to coordinating academic research projects in the area of international trade justice. My practical knowledge of the non-government sector, the United Nations, International Financial Institutions, multilateral and regional trade organisations and transnational corporations place me a strong position to teach, conduct research, and work jointly with the non governmental sector in the area of international development. 

KEY CAPABILITIES

· Demonstrated strong curriculum design and delivery skills

· Demonstrated record of creative teaching skills

· A strong record of refereed journal and conference publications.

· Demonstrated record of research coordination skills

· Strong established external research links (including with the non-government sector in developing countries and the United Nations).

· Active involvement at the national and international level with non-government organisations focused on trade justice issues 

EDUCATION

2008

Doctor of Philosophy (International Political Economy): Monash University, Department of Management.


Thesis Title: Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights and the Political Economy of the Rice Value Chain: A Focus on Small Producers in North-Western India 

1993-94 Master of Science Degree (Development Studies): The London School of Economics and Political Science, Development Studies Institute.

1990-93 Bachelor of Science Degree (International Relations): The London School of Economics and Political Science, Department of International Relations. 

OTHER TRAINING

April 01
Trade Policy Course (Canberra) - one week


Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Canberra

Oct 99

Advocacy Training Course (Western Kenya) – one week


Action Aid, a leading international NGO and the National Centre of Advocacy Studies based in Pune, India

Sep/Oct 98
Human Rights Advocacy and Training (Rabat, Morocco) – one month



Human Rights Institute of South Africa and Organisation Morocaine des Droits Humains

Feb 98

Project Monitoring and Evaluation (Western Kenya) – one week



Action Aid


EMPLOYMENT


2004 to date
Lecturer in International Political Economy and Director, Diplomacy and Trade Program (from January 2008), Department of Management, Faculty of Business and Economics, Monash University 


Duties include:
· Research and Supervision
· Designing and delivering curriculum materials for both on-campus and distance education students
· Provide strategic leadership and general direction to build and promote Program identity
· Actively represent Program interests in terms of teaching and learning quality

· Ensure productive and high quality service delivery to the Program cohort


External Links

· Board Member of Global Trade Watch – An Australian Advocacy Network on Trade and Development

· International Board Member of Kheti Virasat Mission – an activist NGO based in Punjab India which advocates for water rights
· Established research and advocacy links with NGOs in South Asia and Africa including the Centre For Trade and Development (New Delhi), Thanal (Kerala), EcoNews Africa (Nairobi), ActionAid (International), Oxfam (International), World Vision (India) and AidWatch (Australia) 

Also

· Former Vice President of the NGO Interim Committee which lobbies the African Development Bank 
· Former Southern co-chair of the International NGO Task Force on Business and Industry (ToBI) 
· Former co-chair of the NGO Corporate Accountability and Responsibility Caucus of the NGO Steering Committee of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development

2003:           
Unit Adviser, Distance Education: International Trade Policy, Department of Management, Monash University, Faculty of Business and Economics.
Duties Included:

· Designing, writing and teaching the International Trade Policy Subject by distance

· Assessing and grading student work



Sessional Tutor: International Trade Policy, Department of Management, Monash University, Faculty of Business and Economics

Duties Included:

· Teaching and assessing student work.

2002-3:
Research Fellow – Monash University, Department of Management, Faculty of Business and Economics 

· Played a leading role in research and drafting academic of papers for publication (see refereed journal publications).
· Was actively involved in the raising awareness on trade and human rights issues through the Fair Trade Network and Global Trade Watch in Australia. 

2001-2

Policy and Campaigns Officer (Global Economic Issues) - World Vision, Policy and Advocacy Bureau 

World Vision Australia is a community development, relief and advocacy non-governmental organisation, and is part of an international partnership of over one hundred national offices from all over the world.

· Conducted research and drafted policy papers for publication on global economic issues, including trade policy, corporate accountability and multilateral environmental agreements (see publications profile in attached curriculum vitae).

· Coordinated the Australian Council for Overseas Aid (ACFOA) (now know as the Australian Council For International Aid) trade policy group, which involved working on joint campaigns and drafting joint policy positions. ACFOA is the peak NGO body with over 90 members.   

· Liaised with the World Vision developing country offices to develop policy positions and draft policy proposals in the areas of international trade.

1997-99
Research and Advocacy Officer, EcoNews Africa, Nairobi - Multilateral Development Initiatives Program (MDI)

EcoNews Africa is a non-governmental organisation that analyses global environment and development issues from an African perspective and reports on local, national and regional activities that contribute to global solutions. Its mission is to enhance the role of East Africa's NGOs and community-based organisations to influence policy-making on issues of sustainable development, particularly environment, trade and information. The MDI Program focuses on the implications of  multilateral economic policies and WTO Agreements.





Duties

Management and administration 

Jointly managed the program including fund raising and the preparation of annual reports.
Networking and Advocacy

· Networking and liaising with NGOs on joint advocacy programs  within Africa on key policy issues including the links between trade agreements and social justice, the debt crisis in Africa and implications of the proposed  Multilateral Agreement on Investment.

· Organised an African NGO Networks Conference (Harare Caucus) on the role of African Institutions in Development, which was hosted by Eco News Africa in Isiolo, Kenya from 2  5 November 1998.  The Conference led to the formation of NGO working groups on key development issues in Africa. The groups took on the task of lobbying the African Development Bank, the Organisation of African Unity and the UN Economic Commission on Africa to address African priorities related to international trade and investment; the debt issue; and conflict management and resolution in Africa.

Specifically I held various positions in the global advocacy networks including:

· Southern Coordinator of a global network on corporate accountability known as the NGO Task Force on Business and Industry. The network focused on corporate and responsibility and accountability issues specifically calling for a review of corporate codes of conduct

· Vice President of the NGO African Development Bank Interim Committee – calling on the Bank to take into account the economic, social and cultural implications of structural adjustment policies

· Co-chair of the Former co-chair of the NGO Corporate Accountability and Responsibility Caucus of the NGO Steering Committee of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development

· Convenor of the Debt Cancellation campaign in Kenya

· Convenor of the “Stop the MAI” campaign in Kenya

· Advocacy activities specifically targeted at the World Bank and the African Development Bank on various issues, stretching from the urgent call to cancel debt in Africa to the review of export credit schemes. This involved lobbing the institutions directly, holding public marches, organising media campaigns and coordinating demonstrations.

· Coordinated the launch of the Debt Cancellation campaign in Kenya which included contacting the media, preparing the placards, organising a band and coordinating all the activities during the day which brought together over 1,000 participants. 

· Coordinated the launch of the book entitled “The Multilateral Agreement on Investment: National Sovereignty For Sale?”

· Presented papers at numerous national and international conferences and seminars (see selected key presentations and guest lectures profile).



Research 

· Research, drafting and writing of policy papers and reports on various policy issues, including the debt crisis in Africa, the human rights implications of the World Trade Organisation Agreements and the proposed Multilateral agreement on Investment (see publications profile). 

· Regular contributions to the quarterly program newsletter.

· Coordinated a specific research project which involved qualitative research on the World Bank’s community participation policy in Kenya: conducted a survey and interviewed over 300 primary stakeholders identified in the World Bank’s “Sexually Transmitted Infections” Project in Kenya.
1994-95 Consultant, United Nations Environment Program, Nairobi – The Environment Assessment Program 

· Contributed to the preparation and review of documents, in-house consultations and organisation of major meetings leading to the formulation of the 1996-97 Global Environmental Outlook report research project. 

· Conducted research on UN Agencies, the environment and refugees. Wrote an internal report entitled “Environment and Refugees, a case for integrated monitoring and assessment”.
· Assisted in the review of the 1996 World Resources Report.


KEY PRESENTATIONS AND GUEST LECTURES
Presentation Title


2006


· Just Aromas? Issues of Governance in the Indian Rice Commodity Chain: Second International Conference on Environmental, Cultural, Economic and Social Sustainability, Conference Organised by Common Ground, Hanoi, Vietnam. 
· Global Implications of the WTO Regime: Evening Seminar Organised by the United Nations Association of Australia, Victorian Division, Melbourne.
· What is the World Trade Organisation? Workshop organised by the Australian Centre for Democracy and Justice, Trades Hall, Melbourne. 
2005
· (Joint Key-note Speaker with Walden Bello) Issues of Governance in Agricultural Commodity Chains: Oxfam International Youth Parliament Conference, organised by Oxfam International, Plenary Session, Hong Kong (side event organised around the WTO’s 6th Ministerial Conference). 
· Agricultural Commodities: What role for the WTO? Hong Kong Trade and Development Symposium, International Centre For Trade and Sustainable Development, Hong Kong, 14 December 2005.
· Globalising Trade in Agriculture: The implications of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) Agriculture Agreement on the Right to Food in Developing Countries: Human Rights in a Globalising Era, conference organised by the University of Windsor 5-7 August, Windsor, Canada. 
2004

· The Global Commodity Chain (GCC) Approach and the Organisational Transformation of Global Agriculture: A look into the Increasing Power of Retailers and Branded Merchandisers: Australia New Zealand International Business Association, 2004 Conference, Canberra.

2003
· World Trade Organisation’s Agreement on Agriculture: Guest Lecture, Melbourne University, School of Anthropology, Geography and Environmental Studies.
· Globalisation, What Does it Mean? Guest Lecture, RMIT University, School of Social Science and Planning. 
2002

· The UN and the WTO:  Are They Competing Jurisdictions? International conference on Global Governance, organised by the Montreal Forum, Montreal, Canada.
· The World Trade Organisation Intellectual Property Rights Regulation and Food Security in Africa: international conference on GMOs and Africa, organised by World Vision International and Catholic Relief Services, Nairobi, Kenya. 
· Special and Differential Treatment for Developing Countries in the WTO: Guest Lecture, Graduate Trainees from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Monash University.
· Trade and Development: Trade Policy Training Course organised by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Canberra.

· Trade and Food Security:  Melbourne University, School of Anthropology, Geography and Environmental Studies.
2001

· What are Voluntary Codes of Conduct? International conference organised by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) held during the UNEP Governing Council Meeting, Nairobi, Kenya.

· Joint Keynote Speaker with Keith Suiter: The impact of Globalisation in the Developing World: Globalisation and Civil Society: Where in the world is social justice? Organised by the Development Network of Western Australia, Perth, 15-16 June 2001

· Globalisation: The Impact on our Communities: Globalisation and Justice Public Forum, Organised by the Catholic Commission for Justice, Development & Peace, Melbourne. 
· Trade and Food Security: Trade Policy Training Course organised by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Canberra.
2000

· The Review of Voluntary Codes of Conduct: side event organised by the Task-Force on Business and Industry during the seventh session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, New York, USA.

· The World Trade Organsiation Intellectual Property Rights Agreement: International World Vision Conference on Global Economic Issues, Entebbe, Uganda.

· The Labour and Trade Nexus: Trade and Labour - Competing or Complementary interests? Conference Organised by the APEC Study Centre

1999

· Facilitated a two-day training conference on International Trade and Human Rights for women parliamentarians from the Horn of Africa region, oragnised by the Education Centre for Women in Democracy, Mombassa, Kenya.

· The Role of the IMF and the World Bank: Development Challenges in the Global Economy, A One-Day Seminar in the Lead up to the World Economic Forum Organised by the Australian Council on Overseas Aid, Melbourne.

· The Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and Agricultural Bio-diversity in Kenya: international conference organised by the Intermediate Technology Group (ITDG), Nairobi, Kenya.

· The Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and the Transfer of Technology: international workshop organised by the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable development and attended by members of the WTO secretariat, government officials, NGOs and academics from Sub-Saharan Africa, Harare, Zimbabwe 

· Mulitstakeholder Review of Voluntary Codes of Conduct: international conference organised by the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development and hosted by the Government of Canada, Toronto, March, Canada. 

· Article 27.3(b) of the Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement of the World Trade Oganisation (WTO): international meeting organised by Action Aid Kenya; attended by government officials, NGOs and media organisations, Nairobi, Kenya. 

· The Economics of Survival: Current Trends: Discussion Forum organised by the Kenya Human Rights Commission, the Hilton Hotel, Nairobi Kenya.

1998

· Responsible Entrepreneurship: Multi-stakeholder Dialogue session during the 6th session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, New York, USA.

· International Financial Trends and Human Rights: international workshop on Globalisation and Human Rights attended by NGOs, academics, government officials and media bodies, organised by Inter Press Services (IPS), Harare Zimbabwe. 

· The World Bank and Community Participation in Kenya: international conference organised by the World Bank and the NGO Working Group on the World Bank, Washington DC, USA.

1997

· Phase One of the monitoring study on the participatory element in the World Bank Projects in Kenya: international conference organised by the African members of the NGO Working Group on the World Bank, held in Grand Bassam, Cote dIvoire. 3-6 August 1997.

· Environmental and Gender Concerns in International Trade: Workshop organised by International Development Coalition Action, Brussels, 13  14 June.

KEY INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES ATTENDED FOR RESEARCH AND ADVOCACY PURPOSES

2005 
Represented Monash University at the Sixth World Trade Organisation Ministerial Meeting, Hong Kong.

2003



Represented Monash University at the Fifth World Trade Organisation Ministerial meeting, Cancun, Mexico.

2001

Represented the Australian Conference of Overseas Aid at the Fourth World Trade Organisation Ministerial Meeting, Doha, Qatar.

1999

Represented EcoNews Africa at the Eighth session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, New York, USA.

1998

Represented EcoNews Africa at the Second Ministerial Meeting of the World Trade Organisation, Geneva, Switzerland.

1997

Represented EcoNews Africa at the Fifth session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, New York, USA.


PUBLICATIONS 

Books

Plahe, J., (ed.) 1999. Multilateral Agreement on Investment (Nairobi: EcoNews Africa), 102 Pages.

Book Chapters

Plahe, J., 1997. ‘Environment and Gender Concerns in International Trade’ in: Haxton, E., & Olsson, C., (eds.) Women and Sustainability in International Trade (Copenhagen: International Coalition for Development Action and Global Publications Foundation), pp. 42 – 53.

Plahe, J., 1999. ‘The Multilateral Agreement on Investment:  The Regulation of Governments and the Deregulation of Investors’ in:  Multilateral Agreement on Investment (Nairobi: Eco News Africa), pp. 13-39.

Plahe, J., & van der Gaag, P., 2000. ‘The Titanic Corporations, Corporate Accountability and Responsibility’, in Dodds. F., (ed.) Earth Summit 2002, A New Deal (London and Sterling, VA:  Earthscan Publications Ltd), pp. 229-243.
Refereed Journal Publications
Plahe, J., Inder, B., & Nyland C., 2006, ‘An Evaluation of Australia’s Proposal for Improved Market Access for Products from Least Developed Countries’, Journal of Asia Pacific Economy, 11 (3).

Plahe, J., & Nyland, C., 2003. ‘The WTO and Patenting of Life Forms:  Policy Options for Developing Countries’, Third World Quarterly, 24 (1).

Plahe, J., 1998. ‘Forging Partnerships in the face of Global Competition, Development, 41 (4).


Selected Refereed and Published Conference Papers

Plahe, J., 2006. ‘Just Aromas: Issues of Governance in the Indian Rice Global Commodity Chain” International Conference on Environmental, Cultural, Economic and Social Sustainability, Hanoi, Vietnam.
Plahe, J., 2005 ‘Globalising Trade in Agriculture: The implications of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) Agriculture Agreement on the Right to Food in Developing Countries’ Conference Proceedings, Human Rights in a Globalising Era, University of Windsor 5-7 August, Windsor, Canada. 

Plahe, J., 2004. ‘The Global Commodity Chain (GCC) Approach and the Organisational Transformation of Global Agriculture: A look into the Increasing Power of Retailers and Branded Merchandisers’, Conference Proceedings, ANZIBA 2004 Conference, 5-6 November, Canberra.

Plahe, J., 1998. ‘Responsible Entrepreneurship’, Sixth Session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, major groups dialogue session with Governments, 19 April, New York.  

Plahe, J., 1998. ‘Participatory Case Study on the World Bank Sexually Transmitted Infections Project,’ international meeting on Mainstreaming and Upscaling Participation, hosted by the World Bank, organised by the NGO working group on the World Bank and attended by GTZ, DIFID, UNDP, government officials, World Bank Officials and NGOs, Washington D.C., November.  

Other Refereed Publications

Plahe, J., 1999. ‘The Multilateral Agreement on Investment’,  EcoForum, 23 (2).

Plahe, J., 1999. ‘Prosperity of Poverty for Africans?’ The Executive, August.

Plahe, J., 1999. ‘Life Sciences Inc:  Taking Away Your Food Security For a Better Future?’ The Executive, September.

Submissions, Reports and Working Papers 

Plahe, J., 2001. ‘World Economic Order:  Is it working for the Poor?’ Action News, Spring 2001, World Vision Australia, Melbourne.

Atkinson, J., Plahe, J., Parris, B., & Redden, J., 2001. ‘Submission on Australia’s position for the November 2001 WTO Ministerial Meeting in Doha, Qatar’, Australian Council for Overseas Aid, Canberra (32 pages).

Plahe, J., 2000. ‘Submission from World Vision of Australia to the Parliamentary Joint Statutory Committee on Corporations and Securities on the provisions of the Corporate Code of Conduct Bill 2000’ (13 pages).

Plahe, J., 1999. ‘Responsible Entrepreneurship’, A report to the Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and Environment, Netherlands, February 1999.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 

2003

PhD (tuition and maintenance) from Monash University – Monash Graduate Scholarship. I withdrew from the scholarship once I began full time work as Lecturer Level A in January 2004. 

1993-94
Master of Science Scholarship (tuition and maintenance) from the London School of  Economics and Political Science.

1990-93
Bachelor of Science Scholarship (tuition and maintenance) from the Government of Kenya.
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